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to take the word in the sense of New-year, Mount Aruna
having to do homage openly to Shu-na deva when the
latter was receiving the N"ew-year's worship of the king
and grandees of Tsao-ku-t'a. The A-lu-no of this passage
is evidently, as has been conjectured, for Aruna which
means "red, the colour of the dawn". In Alberuni we
read of the Aruna mountain to the west of Kailasa and
described as covered with perpetual snow and inaccessible.l
Shu-na, also pronounced Ch'iirna, may be for Suna, and
8Jm-na-si-lo may be for Sunasirau, a pair of ancient gods
associated with farming. But si-lo is perhaps for sila, "a
rock", the name of the mountain being Shuna's rock. This
Shuna or Gh'una was the chief god among ihe people of
Tsao-ku-t'a, but he was feared and worshipped beyond
the limits of that country. A deity with a name like this
is still worshipped in some of the hill districts beyond
India, I believe. He was perhaps originally a sun-god, as
Aruna was the dawn, and the name Shun still survives in
Manchoo as the word for Sun.

Returning to the Records we read that

above 200 li north-west from the capital was a great Snowy
Mountain on the top of which was a lake, and prayers made at
it for ram or fine weather were answered. The pilgrim then
narrates the legend about this lake and its Dragon-kings. In
the time of Kanishka the Dragon-king was a fierce malicious
creature who in his previous existence had been the novice
attending an arhat of Grandhara. As such in an access of passion
and envy he had prayed to become a Naga-king in his next
birth, and accordingly on his death he came into the world as
the Dragon-king of this lake. Keeping up his old bad feelings
he killed the old Dragon-king; and sent ram and storm to destroy
the trees and the Buddhist monastery at the foot of the mountain.
Kanishka enraged at the persistent malice of the creature pro-
ceeded to fill up his lake. On this the Dragon-king became
alarmed and assuming the form of an old brahmin he remon-
strated earnestly with the king. In the end the king and the
Dragon made a covenant by which Kanishka was to rebuild the
monastery and erect a tope; the latter was to serve as a lookout,
and when the watchman on this observed dark clouds rising on

i Vol. ii, p. 143.